
WORKSHOP REPORT
June 14 'Songs to popish ditties' - music by John Taverner
(cl490-1545)
Another enjoyable day of singing with Peter S1,nrs, this time in St

Mary's Parish Church, Cilcain, Ciwyd. On the journey there the
weather was undecided whether to be wet or dry, but by lunch time
it was sunny enough to eat out of doors, either in the lee of the

church (there was still a cold wind) or outside the local pub. But
before that we had to earn our food.

The first item was a setting of Dum transisset sabbatum for
SATBaB. This was one of the simpler pieces of music we tackled,
but the form was confusing. It was a respond/motet, meaning that
we sang all of the polyphonic setting of the motet, followed by a
section ofchant, then a repeat ofthe second halfofthe polyphony
followed by a chanted Gloria, finishing by repeating the last

section of the motet. During discussion of the correct way to
pronounce the Latin it was suggested that we should be using
Welsh Latin, but no-one professed to be an authority on this.

Next we tried the Gloria from the Mass Corona spinea, set for
SATBaBB. This was very complex music, reminiscent of Robert
Caryer's settings. We may not have done it justice, but wd
certainly enjoyed it. It was worth Peter's efforts to encourage

more of the lower voices to book for the day, so that we could
attempt this music.

Le Roy Kyrie, an interesting 4-part piece with alternating chant and
polyphony, followed. We "squares" found it confirsing,
remembering when to sing chant and when to sing polyphony -
and which bit of chant or polyphony to sing, despite the fact that
the numbers at the beginning of each section should have guided

us.
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Our next effort was the votive antiphon Mater Christi, set for
SATBaB. The music for this was less complex and held no
geographical challenge, but it was well worth doing. After that we
retumed to the Mass, to sing the Agnus Def. Being from the same

Mass as the Gloria this was another complex piece. We finished
as we began, with another respond/motet 5-part setting of Dum
transisset sabbatum. As with the frst one the music was less

difficult than the other pieces we tackled, but there were
geo graphical challenges.

After our aftemoon teabreak we sang through all but one of the

day's pieces, to a (very) small audience. We had to hope that they
forgave our lapses - on more than one occasion we almost fell
apatt, but somehow managed to pick ourselves up and continue (to
our embairassment and Peter's amusement). Thank you, Peter, for
introducing us to this wonderful music.

Janet Evans

SUMMhR SCHOOL REPORTS
1. Summer School - Ambleside 2008
Although I have been a inember of NWEMF for a number of years

now, I have not until this year attended the annual Summer School.

Being a keen hill walker, I was looking forward to going to
Ambleside, it being a number of years since I was last there. The

St. Martin's campus (now part of the University of Cumbria) is

located on the edge of Ambleside just a couple of minutes walk
from the main town centre. Most of the accommodation is located
in three buildings along the main Keswick road. The

accommodation is fairly simple with en suite facilities, much

better than some places I could mention, and blessed with nice

Lake District views out of the windows! I wont bore you with all
of the mechanics of the week, suffice it say that the catering was

also reasonable for the nature of the event - significantly better

than some places I've stayed at.
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