
THREE "ROOKTES" REPORT ON THE NWEMF
SUMMER SCHOOL AT AMBLESIDE 2O1O

Half-way thmugh the holiday, we three were persuaded by
Elizabeth Dodd to write a report for the NWEMF magazine. She
asked us so nicely - how could we refusel We decided to pool our
impressions and, as a member of NWEMF, I, (Jeanette) would put
the report together with the E-Mails from Margaret, now back in
Scotland and Angel4 in Bournemouth

Before we arrived we each hd received the pages detailing
arraogemeots. As Margaret said, it arrived in good time but was
ra&a darmtiag rmtil as the week progressed it became clear that
t&e excellent organisation rneagt tlrat tlre course ran rrery srnoothly.
Angela ard I travelled together and like Margaret, who arrived
later, we svershot the tilry site entraace even though vre wer€
loakirg out for it. It aii added to the excitement of arriving as

aeli.cocrcrs in a aew place. We fouad reception buzzing with
greedngs and laughter as people met &iends &oar previous ycars'
$mrmer schools. When w€ were seen to be new-comers we were
wa*dy welcomed and helped to *ttle in. Throughout the week
everyoae was eager to help us if we looked lost as we all went our
separate ways to the next session. Like a kaleidoscope, the

split up and locatiors changed as we all moved
cMrlty from small ehoirs, to singie-voice ensembles, coachi*g
sessioas in lute songs, dancg viol and recsrder playrrg. Looking
back now, it stiil seems a blur. The organisation was brilliant.

As the days passed we gradually got used to the hilly site and
threaded our way up to the Barn for larger group events. Some of
these had originally bcen schedutred to take place at the Hilltop
site, but the Univsrsrty had since sold Hilltop as they prepared to
close the whole Ambleside campus. We also used the srnaller
rooms above the Barn, or went higher up the hill to the Dance
Sfidio which was used for singing throughout the week. We began
to recoguiss the different tutors; Roger Wilkes and Pet€r Synrs, as
the two pnncipal choral conductors, with Jonathan Moryan (tutor
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of wind instruments), Martin Eastwell (lutes, early guitars) and
Philip Gruar (recorders and flutes). Being female, Deborah
Catterall, (all the "rvarm-up" sessions and the voice haining) and
Elizabsth Md, {viols and dance) were easier to identifu as they
aIl took charge of varying sized vosUinstruutental ensembles.
Angela ard I agreed with Margaret who said that she especially
enjoyed working with such a talented group of conductors, each of
whorn brought his or her particular expertise to the individual
sessions.

The weather was kind and we only aeeded umbreltras once or
twice. We three were principally there for the singing aad were
soon immersed in beautiful works by Lassus, Viotoriar, Bysd,
Tallis, Fmsons and others. It is impossible to list all the individual
pieces that we saftg as the list varied for everyone, depending on
which grory you were singtng wittr, which changed at nearly every
session. To prcve my poirit I am grateful to my &iend Rh*da
Bramhall who took note of what she sang and listed o-v-er 3S

pieces, not ineluding the music suug at the late night sessions.

These ran from l0pm to about 11.15 aod Margmet and tr went on
the Wednesday evening, We enjoyed iL but could not have done it
every night and admired the stamina of those who did.

Ficking orit highiights, for me, was hard, as everlthing w&s so

enjoyable, but they include singing Byrd's Aspice Domine, where
Feter Synrs had us all doiag a'traraik-about" w-hile singing, alsa

singing Robert Parscn's Delir-er Me from Mine Enemies at the

final Banquet under Roger Wilkes wlrere we finally achiev'ed the
rneaning Roger wanted us to express. I eajoyed the two dance

sessions that I attended *'here we learned, not oniy the dances, but

the correct way to hold our arrns for a fifteenth centsry dance. This
all helpd me put the music into a broader contexl Sadly tr also

discovered &at I had two Ieft feet and no head for remembering

the steps - Etizabeth was very patient! At the Fresentation evening

on the Wednesdayo when people showed what they had been doing
in the specialise.d sessions, I discovered that I had missed out on
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trying the Lute Song. It was a revelatioa to see how the sflg Iilas

transforrred by Dehrab in 5 minutes. I definitely hope to ry it if I
get to rext yer's $$runer school!

Margaret remembers the 4.15 slots of special inter$ts as being

fasciaating, reminding her of how much she has to lears and

providirg insight into very spcialised playmg. Also she er$oyed

the cbsnce to play recorders and Elizabeth's very patient lesson on
tryiae to play a viol.

She and I remember the lovely sesioa singing with Yivieu md
Ricbard playing tlreir viols in the little houss salied tfte Beehive

ad all thres of us thoroughly enjoyed thc sessio* ir the Barn on

the fia*l day whero everyoile crasuxred in to play al:d sing the 40

part motet by Stiggio - very exhilaratingl I caa still see ths rree*

of the tkorbo/chittarrone narrowly rnissing ttr light {ittings.

So far I haven't meationed the food whieh we all agree \ras
Bnfailingly delicious. I took great pleasure in tucking into the

cooked breakfasts as achange ftom my nsrmal daily porridge.

The fia*l baaquet bsought *re week to a r*souading errd with &e
esurses interspersed with ss fin*Ily differeat per{onnences

inetudieg lirnericls, medrigais aad readings" sorlls serious *thers

hilari+us- Roger gave a finat speeefu saying farewell to Arnbleside

with *Il its happy rueinories. He also commented in yarticular on

this year's Sunmer School as being one of the best, having so

firar1y instfiffi€ats, being played so well.

Thm we alt started to say cur gwdbyes except those who were

staying up for the very last late night singing- Many people were

sad not to be retuming ts Ambleside again after so many happy

years. Bgt Burton Manor looks very interesting, even if it doesn't

have the back-dtop of takeland fells' Perhaps after a few years it
will hold happy memories for everyone too.
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So, all in all, a week of very er{oyable experieaces. We all ttree
agree that we are looking forward to next year and meeting newly-
made friends again.

If you think ttlat Angela has ken ratlrer silent duriag this report it
is because I have kept her con*ibution in ore piece. I think it
makes agood finale,

Thpus&ls of a *First-tiqet'l

I can und€rstarrd why NWEIv{F Sumrner Schools have been
attractirg students far 29 years aad look set to do so for the
foreseeable futuret There rrias Eo sigr of cliquiness among the "old
hands', instead there was a urcleorrre t* all oeweoraers in and out
of olass sessi*ns"
In my case the therapeutic effect sf the social and uru*ic-making
sides of the course was very evident" My recavery *cm e viral
infection was achieved durieg the wek with the "conp de grace"
bEirg delivered by the Striggia o* Thursday afternoca. I've sung
the work before ht not with such aa atray of inmmeats. I take
my hat offto Roger who manage lo ssrt out a& at tirnes, unruly
rnob ofsi*gers md prdure $reh a sphdidperformaaeel

The rarrge of all the activities was very impressive. Sriexf 3*ar-
when I'm not busy srnging I'd lo'*e to "havs a g*" at daErce acld
lute playhg"

Above all, my admiratien for F-oger and Yalerie is bouadless.
Between t}em they assembled an excellent tearn of firtors, sorted
out 67 studeats of varying ages and backgrounds, gave us a well-
planned, clearly-set-out programme for the week and contrived to
keep everyone happyl

tr just hope thpre'll be room for us at Burton Manor in 2011 * I'll
be watching the website in January like a hawk! - Angela

Margaret Miller, Jeanetts Burden audAngela Wood
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