
CHAIRMAI{'S NOTES
Happy New Year to everyone. oae of my first actions as

Chaircran was to see about setting up some instrumental
workshops - the relative paucity of these is one of the biggest
themes in my mail bag from members. Elizabeth started us off
with the day at Sykes' Bam in the summer. Although this as a
successful day, it 

-was 
poorly supported by our instnrmentalists-

Tha$k you to Elizabeth for organising tbis. The ead of ?009 saw a
spanish Renaissance thomed recsrder workshop run by Grace
Barton. There were about 20 participants ia this event and lve
heard glowing reports abaut it. This was not well supported by
NWmrtf members though - only 6 of our members attended. We
were well-supported by people &orn outside the organisation '
Workshops typically cost f400 - f600 each to put on so they need
to be supported or we can't put them on.'W'e hope to run another
speciatist-recorder workshop later in 2010. I would like to thark
Iiavid Allen for helping with the preparation of the music for this
event.

The viol workshop schedrded for April at Fort Belan with Ibi Aziz
is proving to be very popular and looks set to become an annual
event. ftr*t * are due to Clive Tolley and Anne Clements for
organising this. Ano&er comment in my mail bag is about not
e";ugh t oti"" for workshops. We're working to get the diary set

up 12 - 18 months ahead, but that will take time. However, the
events goid" in the Newsletter usually caffies details of known
dales. Forms are put on the web site as soon as they are available
and are posted with the newsletter prior to the eveat. So, put May
gth for iv{ortis, May 22nd for David Allinson, and october 23rd
with Michael Procter in your diaries now. Peter Syrus is switching
Seasons this year and will be holding a voices and instruments day
on 4th December, rather than June in a cheshire village church-
Please help event organisers by booking early - you have no idea
how stressful it is waiting for forrns to come in! Despite appeals in
two editions of the Newsletter, I have had a very poor response to
the request for updated or confirsred e-mail details: I got two
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replies to the flrst and ten to the second request, that's not even 10
7o of our members. Thank you to those of you who did reply to
my request. I have passed the details on. I hope that we will have a
new' lvfembership Secretary in place after the AGM and we will
address this issue then. In the rneantime, the e-mail newsletter
project has to go on hold until we fix this. It's not an option - paper
production costs are just too high - there may have to be a
substantial increase in subs, or a two-tier system introduced, with a
premium for paper newsletters.

Constitutior
As I noted in the last Newsletter, I have re-written the constitution,
which has not been amended sirce 1978. A copy is enclosed with
this newsletter. This has been approved by Charity Coramission
arxl was signed-off by the Committee on January 10th" This will
be presented for approval at &e EGM on March 6th. At this, I will
go through an overview of the main changes and the reasons for
them - it will not be a line-byJine aralysis. I hope the whole
process will take 15 minutes. A copy of the coastitution is also
available on the web site to down lcad as a pdf file.

EGM and AGM Timetable There is a slight revision to the
timetable to fit in with the real reasoa rtre are in Liverpool Parish
Church - E*glish Verse Aathems.

EGM 13.00 - 13.15 To approve csnstituti{m changes AGM 13.15
- 14.00 To present annual repcrts and accounts.

Cammittee Yacancies Following my appeal, a couple of people
have ccme forward offering their services, to which a big 'thank
you'. Ilowever, Clive Tolley has announced that primarily due to
irrternational work commiffinents, he will have to stand down as

secretary at the AGM. Just to help set the scene, the secretary does
not handle membership, that's a separate role, also they do not
organise events (unless &ey wish to), we expect to have a separate
minutes secretary in plase as well. If you can help, please get in
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touch. There is always space for fresh facas - if you would like to
get involved, please get in touch.

Sign-off So, &ere we have it, my last set of 'Chairman's Notes'' I
vras expecting to serve at least thre€ years in post, but
circumstances have arisen to change that. I have done what I can to

try to move N$fEMF forward, the rest is up to you.

Bost wishes for the future, Ron Kelley Chairman

FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS
1. February 13 Yocal music by Jan Pieterszoan Sweelinclc
Hoole, Roger Wilkes

2. March 6 Exploring the English Anthem c.1600-1800 with
Sally Drage
This workshop will focus on the rich variety of music which was

sung in both cathedrals and parish churches. Some anthems may

be known, others will hopefully be a pleasant surprise' Everyone is
welcome. See enclosed application form.

3. April 16-18 Fort Belan viol weekend The r.veekend workshop

for viol players at Fort Belan in North Wales,16-18 April, is now
almost full. If anyone else is interested in attending, could they
please phone Clive Toiley on01244 312489 without delay-

4. May 8 The Chromatic Matet - workshop with Mqrris Davies,

The conductor of the Liverpool Renaissance Group. St Mary's,
Todmorden. Application form
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